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An Anoient' Letter* Joiurncy to this Bootion a century .agOtv 
. Story of a journey Into .the wildernese of tJmt timei Central New York, 

...... • ■-'.:. ■ . ; , ._:■;..>, ^, ,... 

Is; told In a letter 104 years old In the poBsesBion of Mrs, JrW» " 

.'^' -, ; . ■ ■ ■■' »..,■■■■.■*■ . .■':■' 

r- ■; ■ ' ■ .■ ■. . .; ■• \ ■ ■ ■ , ■ ' 

^^ Swartwood of Watklnsr The letter was written by Benjamin Gloaoi great-^i 
grandfather of Jfra. Swartwood. He had been a Reyolutionary soldier • 

■■''.■■■ * ■ ■ ' ' '," 

and after the olose of the war took up a soldier •s claim now located ; ! 

: in thd^^own of Genoa- Cayuga County#.. The story of his pioneer journey 4 

■ • '■ '"■ .''-■'•"'■- -. ... \^ ■ " ■ •'^'■'- ■ " .^■- ■ 

;"'' into thswilderness is told in a letter written to his wife May 22, 1793 ! 
-^ Mr . ' Closo lived- upur^ the farm until his death. Jits , SvvartwpodSJl £:|raad- ^ 
\ father £tnd mother also^liyed there and the place is still in posnesslai 
of the family . (It is sold out of the family now, 1906.) ■ -mv 

The letter which follows was wuitten at Kilton, nrf^cli is now the town /^ 
of Oenoa, and the ¥.r, Batber mentioned lived at AUrora. Tho wife ' -i^ 

- :■■ ■ .. ■ .-■ • :> '••.•,■/ . '-y!!, 

joined her husband in September: of the same^^year 1795T with ^ their -four^^^^.^ 
children. (Henry Mead, Benjamin, Deborah and Samuel) the youngest of 




whom, an infant, she carried on horseback all the way from Qreenwich -i^' 

' .• ■>'. ■-. 

Conn, (copied from a newspaper clipping. The letter follows but thld*. 

is copied from a copy of the ori||{4nal made by Debora)i Close Stevens of 

Bearer Dam Wis. Kra. Stevens says she copied it just aa it was mis- 
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... - Mlltc/i!!. \'ay 22nd Day AD 1793 , .. , .. ., ..^.. .. 

^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^C ' D^ Loving Wife I takil this Opportunity to lot you know that I am 
well at the present thanks be td God for it and I hope 'those few lines 
will find you and my little ones so and I must Inform you that we soti|t 

iv^^- '. on to our Land the* 6th day of May through a ILour and Tedious Journey. 

i'4*Li^/..' . -■ ■■',: ^ ■'■'■'■■■', h^ ' ■ 

^^^^-C^^ very muddy which made it rory tedious though wo made 

'■ , ■ ■ ■ ' ■■..'., , . " ji . 

• V '> ■ - , ' V 

;, out to Drive about 10 miles porlljay. but w>3on wb got to Cortwrito a 

.'■;■■■ • 

Place so called I w^a taken very onwell I v/an taken about 10 o clock 
y,<: ^ at Night and held me while Nepct morning about Six or 7 o clock with 
a very oxtroam vomitinpj whloli was tho worst Slokness I ever had in 
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my life t'.on it t\.rrriO(i t';- oth-^ii" .; .; .-. -i 1 r: : i^f't iije ; -.ry ^^.--.Uc .itid. no 

BtomacJi to eat &or two or t>irf?e d ;• :; h^'t t.:rrQu *)) tU tender merov of L 

almi/^>ity '"od I wan ona'bled to travel \7it>i the tcin but :'ov must needs 

think it eof^t mo a gre^t Deal of mon:../ bcin.; do lon-r; uj^on the Road, 

I sonathinr; cxp*^c^. ny Horfle Waggons that P.iBced by us that we mipht 

travel hvr::nt..y or ^^"3 mllea per day v/ltli a Mornn ^v.x^ton. our team at 

lar/t .--^O'": very raHoli he.'>.t out and Buffered very m^'oli for tJio want of 

"^'eoninr:* T '^'xri ohllnod t'o bv. "Rio T^car> and no :1 tu ;'lve to mv Boant 

and ut l'L:v't I v/u obl:^-ge'l to tako i v -rj^f lorid on ny Bea^'t anot}ir!r o:i 

I 

ilovBc ir: v:}ii'^}i time:' I nevor f3iiw man nor Moiijt, except ny nare and 3>o^; 
and titr^n ":'rturri Lo lielj,) tho otlier:) on in i/hlGh t.-me Dmld a'ld Hquiro 
had left us ."*'y littlo mare '^rli^ vory ;juc]i h^v.ij, Oi^t bni n::-^ not no 
m'uVn .(.n (,<!/-• o::'n for orv of Jonat.hMi* M ».' I ■.;,{: dy. 1 i; dowi in ''' 
Yoke arul oonlJ net ^;;a no fu.ri/ior ajhI ?. k ; vu* ohli^nd to yoko t!:f' tv/o 
ner:.r oxon to.icthor they boinc the stoutoBt ':.o comnleut tho Journey 
but ill ^./rJ,/od Bafo therG without any further dam i^- ^ than vJiat I have 
^endoivorod to Be la to to you 

'J'hari.lcr* be to t/h ' lord for hir; kind Providence over us on our Journoy 
and I pr.?.y that }io i^vill c;o on in wayn of '"ere; v/ith us And I must 
f'jrther 5 nf on-i you t}iat after we rr,ot en to tlio Land v/e was obli^^ed to 
3ielj ithan ."^uild Jiim a i'ouci;;^ wi.iv^h took vz so.r.e time r,o tliat we 

novor n"^''' our Land Laid out till tlxe l?ith Da.*! of thr^ month and the 14t: 
Gqvira '.vent to :y()rk a:.id Daniel and T ^vrr-t off to yet oir Deeds it be- 
in^; al'out 10 rr^ilsn tiw^re W'* founci ono of ^ orr* farmer "Vii .^^'.bors ^-'r Bar- 
b :.r :/:iv:'-[ ippe ir'^^i f:,o be yory l>-i]-o^- to nee ^\i^ ord^^red n. ve^ry Ooc^d 
Dinner to be Got for us and furLhcr he t\ .jbo us Groat n -it inf action In 
the Pr Inei^'-.iln uf Rell;-:ion and Bdiid whon we c^ime away tPiat if v;e went 
to :[orflen'?.ck l)'^ro'ro wo ooe Jiim :xr;ain wu j^iust /-iivehia Keflf-cctfi to 'is 
o^3t=»SsH^F^^Ttrrr-i^^ old 'liotres^ and to all his old fri:ndr> :xn6 fv.r- 
t>ier we find our Land to bo ver; Good well v^atf:^rod and I think there 


^ 


is no Diff i ;ulty in Gettinj^ a Bood Living here after one ; ear and I 
will inform you that I have Planted gome Potatoes Beans Cuouml:>er 
Squases Puncons Watermillions I have i^ot a :^ood Gaardian Cleared and 

have begun to olear aummer fallow. I shall not Plant much corn it 
being bo late I shall not. hive time to Get t)ie Timber of further I 
will Inform you that there le a yery Great Plenty of Peaches where 
Vr Barbat lives and some apples, our Nearest lleifrhbor is abiut one mile 
off *^*^j|||||^^ be a Religious man as wc staid there while v/ev.'as 
Building Jonathan's House There appears to be nothing wantinr: but a 
meeting and that I hope we shall be able to have in a little time and 
ao no more at the Present but my Kind and affeotionatc love to you and 
my little ones and the Lord be PleaBod to Dwell with ; ou and support 
" Qu under every difficulty and Trial that shall \be Laid upon you and 
give my Duty to motherin Lav/ my Respects to my Brothers and Sisters 
and all enquiring friends, 

Benjamin Close. 
I must add somethnig further I must inform you that Daniel beini; so o» 
well causes me some trouble and difficulty I suppose his lying out a 
Nights caused it his lying on the Ground has taken a Graat c5|ad and 
I thought it beat as ho was unable to do anything for him to Return 

home, 

Benjawriin Close* 


(Superscription) 
To Mrs Sarah Close 

Stanwioh in Greenwich 
Township Fairfield County 
and State of Connecticut 
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O'^ld :^;;;:n :xrji"l it i r- :y■';rei^ su]^r;or'. '^Jid no.'. ^. ;i.r' [' .0^ :i on to Miciti ir\ tho 
Decline of life 

I mixv>t 'f^niko of for the }'r('.':ririt ^viY-i my particular lovo to 
you and GaraJr and r'our cliildren and my resfocta to ull enquirelnr; 
frionda Zacheua and Deliorah dogiren to bo reiTiOmbered to you 

' Hannah Jlead 


(Snf)err,nrir)t inn) 

...Mr ■•■ '^ ^' '■■"■'' 
I5onj amine Claso 
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and F>arh>i 
Benjamin Close 
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